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. Sed null thure Meli, 
Heæreat i in Aultis brevis ut ſemuncia recti. 
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12. 1, 2. for Frency read Frenzy. 
16. 1. 3. for the Attempt read th' Attempt. 
I. 12. for called Great read call d the Great. 
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PREFACE 


8 Z le 7 aiming at the Goos 
of Mankind be what juſtly entitles 
any Thing to that Character. The 
deſcriptive Kind is like a fine Land. 
ſkip, where you meet with two 0 
three principal Figures; the reſt 7 
all Rocks, Rioulets, hanging Woods 
and verdant Lawns, amuſing to thi 
E ye, ſhewing the Taſte of the Pain 
ter, but carrying little Inſtructio 
along with it. But the Didaſcalic i 
like a curious Piece of Hiſtory Pain 


ting, where every Figure muſt l 
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FF 
highly wrought, every Paſſion ſtrongly 

| repreſented, all contributing in their 
ſeveral Degrees to expreſs the main 
EDefion, in ſhort, it muſt be a finiſh'd © 
That this is a very difficult Work 
may be collected from the ſmall Num- 
ber of thoſe Poets who have ever at- 
Erempred it. In the early Ages of 
the Grecians, I remember none who | 
bade wrote any Thing in this May, 
Hut old HESIOD, ARATUS, and Ni- 
SANDER; for Dionys1vus the Peri- 
Fegetic aud OpplN /1o'd not "till 


Ageſilaus, Oppian's Father, was a Man of great Learn- 
ing and Merit, as well as Wealth and Power, in the City 
of Anazarbus in Cilicia, where he liv'd: Severus makin 
a Progreſs, came to that Town, and Ageſilaus being not 
at the Proceſſion to meet the Emperour at his Entrance, 
n on the Account of his Age and Infirmities, that 
Prince, to puniſh him for ſo heinous a Crime, baniſh'd 
the poor old Man to Malta. Oppian, to amuſe his Father 
under his Misfortune, took to writing of Poetry, and af- 
terwards dedicated his Halieutics to the Emperour's Sor. 
The Emperour was ſo pleas'd with the Poem that he or- 
der 'd him a Piece of Gold for each Line, and offer'd him 
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the f; me- of the Roman E mperours. 
Hes10D's Works and Days # is be 
only Piece remaining that is allow'd 
to be genuine without Diſpute; but? 
by Vixet's, and eſpecially MANL 
 Livs's Compliments io him, ris high. 
ty probable he wrote others, and per- 
haps more valuable ones, tho Qu IN. 
TILIAN allows him the Palma i in illo 
medio genere dicendi only, and Lx 
FevrE 7s much more hard upon him, 
when. he makes him little better than 
an Almanack Maker, and his Work 
 @ mean Performance. PATERCULUS 
and PLUTARCH ſet him next #0 Ho- 
MER, as well in the Value of his 


Works as in the Period of his Age, 


Jays My. Kennet, but perhaps that 
my be rhe other E xtream.” An A- 


any other Favour he would * The firſt Part of the 
| Story is not at all wonderful, but I muſt confeſs the laſt 
Part is 2 little e 
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us wrote. a FLY in "two. as 


I| zohich. be calls the Phaznomena, and 
| Dioſemeia, the one Aſtronomical, giv- 
ing an Account of the Situation and 


the Affection of the Heavenly Bo- 
dies, the other Aſtrological, ſhewing 
the particular Influences, ariſing 
from their various Diſpoſitions and 

Relations. TuLLY commends him 


ro bis Yerſification, and QuinTILi- | 
AN ſays he has fully anſwer'd his 

. — which put together ſhould 
male up à pretty: good Character. 
As to NicAN DER, VossIus. places 
Him among ſt his Greek HH. ;ſtorians, 
Aut allows him to have been egregius 
Grammaticus, Poeta & Medicus. 
» His. ſurviving Works are, however, 
only Poetry upon Poiſons, and the 


Methods of Cure for them. Of the 


tuo later Greek Poets, Dioxxsius 


2 enn Lives of the Greek den 
1 oa BC 


N 


| PR E FA 3 
and Orpian, the one wrote a Sur. 
vey of the World, and the other Cy= 
negetics and Halieutics, in both which 
"tis certain there are very fine Parts, 
however Judgments may differ about 


DOME x caſts, 
Among ſt the Romans, LUcRETI 
vs and ManiLivs may juſtly be faid' 
to be the chief of the Didaſcalic' Poets. 
They both wrote with all the Fire off 
their Youth about em, for neither 
F them lid d to be old. I have al- 
ways fancy d MANILIUs imitated 
LucreTIus in his Manner, the Be- 
 ginning of bis Books being pretty 
much in the ſame Way, beſides that he 
Laſes no Occaſion of launching out in- 
to Deſcriptions, and is florid to a 
Fault. He has likewiſe ſome Refle= 
Eons * on the Follies of Men, ſo very 
much of a Piece with what you meet 
The Beginning of the fourth Bock. *Y 
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mib in the fifth Book of LockErius, 
bat one would almoſt think them ta- 
en from thence. In general it may 


be ſaid they are both very noble Poems, 
abo that of MaxILIUs is far from 


| being finiſh'd, as it might have been, 
it of he Author had lid. "What Er. 
ers are to be found in the Philoſophy 
| of the:one, and the Aſtronomy of the 
other, are owing perhaps as much to 
te Ape of the World at that Time as 
it Zheir own, and their Beauties may in 
Jane Meaſure atone for their Faults. 
.  VirG1L's Georgics are in the 
awe Kind, tho the Subjects are of 
| Jeſs Dignity, and I don't — whe- 
ther I might not likewiſe add Ov1D, 
om the Account of his Faſti, the moſt 
correct of all his Works: GRATIS 
n, about the ſame Time, wrote his 
| Cynegetics, which are Sie ſpl e- 


Veemed. 3 


Amond [t 


pædia and V.iDa's Art of Poetry are. 


rit, but much inferior to the others] 


Manner of writing, to which may be! 


Jays of S ar, 
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Amon g/t the Moderns, FRacas 
TORIUS Syphilis QUILLET's Calli- 


the beſt: Poems of this Sort; Rap 
of Gardens and V ANIER'S Preeditit 
Ruſticum are not without their Mel 


In our own Languagr too we have ſome 
Poems of this inftruftive Kind. The 
Eflays on Poetry, "Tranſlated Verſe; 


and Criticiſm are fine Inſtanices"of 


the Worth and Excellency of this 


very truly apply d what Dr. You G 


Heroes 2 Gods make other 
Poems fine, 


Plain yy calls for Senſe 3 in "*Y 


Line“ 1 


The Strength of juſt Obſervations con. 


. * * Univerſal Paſſion, Sat. H. 


2 "PREFACE. ; 
| 2974 in ſmooth and: = Num 
gers, has a prevailing Influence, in- 
7 nuates ifſelf into the Mind almoſt 
| emperceptibly, and makes a more laſt- 
ing Impreſſion there than one would 
eaſily imagine. *Tis true theſe Sub. 
Fin are, purely Critical, and ſo of 
1 < onſequence to Mankind in ge. 
Il 
| 


reral ; but yet, poll ſing the Under. 1 : 
| Leanding, „ improving the Judgment 4 
17 end regulating the Taſte, are far 
[ 7 rom being Things indifferent to tbe 
I Werld, ſince they tend not à little 
| to the ſharing out of it, that Ruſti. 
li city and Barbariſin, thoſe Follies and 
A fectations , in ane Word, all that 
Liitleneſs of - Mind which is fo effe- 
[tual a Bar in the Way of generous 
Lond noble U. ndertakings. But we 
bade had of late an undeniable Proof 
that the fineſt and moſt uſe fil Sort of 
i 5 . BAG Confiſts in the 
Knowledge 


Knowledge of ourſelves, may be cbm 
vey'd in ſuch clear, flrong, ealy and 
affecting Strains, at the ſame Tame 
convincing and captivating the Under 
ſtanding, that there remains nd: 
Doubt but that Poetry in the Hands 
a great Genius may be made as bes 
neficial as ever it has been entertain. 
ing to Mankind." The latter EffetÞ 
is mdeed what has been generally 
moſt aim d at, as it is compaſs'd with 
teſs Difficulty to the Writer, and 
meets with a more univerſal Reception 
amongſt the common Sort of Readers. 
* Imagery, fine Colouring, and bright 
Antitheſes often diſguiſe the Want' of 
Juſtneſs and Force, and by pleaſing 
the Imagination, do, as it were; 
ſteal away from the Fudament, of 
ſometimes impoſe npon'it, as Shadows 
5 Mes in lurl am nec ſurbæ nie e 2 

e | M.anil. L. II. 
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PREFACE. 


\ſ 50%. ſor Subſtances with . di. 
| 10 or fanciful Hen. 

If The Os magna ſonaturum of Ho- 
RACE world make one almoſt think 
the MAuſe muſt never appear without 
ber Buſkins, and that all Simplicity 
of Expreſſion 'were to be totally ba- 
[| niſh'd out of. Poetical Wi ritings. *Tis © 
true the Epic Poem, the Ode and © 
If che Tragedy very often require, and 
"i conſequently juſtify the Uſe of eleva- 
Fred Language „ as it may be more 
ſuitable to the Greatneſs of the Sub-. 


j "© 
\| Jects, and better fitted to raiſe the 3 
W/cveral Paſſions they are deſign'd to 


2 upon. But where the Appeal 
lies only to the Underſtanding, felf \ 
evident Truths, naturally and beau- 
| tifully expreſs'd, can never fail 5M 
the 8 of a found Head and 
a good Taſte: And even HoRACE 


Whinſelf; as elevated and great a Po- 
= | et 


p RE FA CE 


et as he muſt be allo d to be in his | 
Odes, appears to much more Advans. 
tage in his Sermones and Epiſtles, 


where, as my Lord. RosCoMMON obs 
4 on another Occaſon . 


Invention labours leſs, but Judge 
ment more. 


Sir JoN Dexman S Cooper $ 
Hill has met with univerſal 4pplauſe, 
tho its Subject ſeems rather deſcrip= 

= . te than inſtrutting; but tis not the 
Hill, the River, nor the Stag Chaſe, 
Aach good Senſe and the fine Reflex 
ions. fo frequently interſpers'd, and 
as it were interwoven with the reſt 
that groes it the Value, and will make 
it, as was ſaid of true Wit, everlaſt 

ing like the Sun. 

The late Mr. PRlox's Sein 
ſeems to have coſt him much Time ant 
Pains, and was, I believe, his favo 
4 2 
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| rite Performance. He is in fome 
. | Doubt whether to call it a Didaſcalic 
| or Heroic Poem. It has indeed ſome- 
thing of both, and yet ftriftl ly fpeak- = 
ing, is perfeftly neither: It #0 not 
Falle, Machinery nor Variety e- 
| nough to be an Heroic Poem, and it 
WH 75 foo diffufroe and Joxariant in the 
| Style, too florid and full of Deſcrip- 
ns to be of the Didaſcalic Sort. In © 
[| general it may be juſtly ſaid to be a 
very fine Piece; tho I muſt confeſs T = 
annot help groing the Preference to 
Alma, in which the defi 2 gn is more 
WH c/o/cly purſued, carried on with more 
WHSprrit, and never loſes your Attention. 
1- Upon the whole, what Mr. DJ- 
pen has. ſaid in the Preface to his 
Religio Laici, 7s, think, very true. 
«The Expreſſions of a poem, de- 
* * ign'd purelyfor Inſtruction , ought 
to a Plain and natural, and yet 
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% majeſtic: For here the Poet is 


7 to be a kind of Longs 


ver, and thoſe, three Qualities 
< which I have nam'd are p 


.to- 
ce the legiſlative Style. The florid, 
« elevated and figurative Way, is 
« for the Paſſions; for Love and 
“Hatred, Fear and Anger are be- 
„ gotten in the Soul by ſhewing 
ce their Objects out of their true 


“Proportion; either greater than 


1 „ the Life or leſs; but Inſtruction is 


eto be given by-ſhewing them what 
« they naturally are. A Man is to 
< be cheated into Paſſion, but to be 
cc reaſon'd into Truth. ? ; 
The following ſhort Piece may. E 
perhaps à little too pompouſly intro. 
duc d by the foregoing Obſervations; 
2 1 ſhall ſay for it is, Tendeavour'd 
follow Mr. Dxvypen's Rules. 
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1 PREFACE 
N | Be a0 proper Fudge myſelf. But 
I cobatever may be faid of the Poetry, 
aud about that, I am very indifferent; 
Will #he Senti ments muſt ſurely be alot d 
ill zo: be juſt and good; and ] am intire- 
ty of Mr. Pxior's Opinion: © Thad 
rather be thought a good Enpliſh- 
j man, (which'is but another Word for 
i | an honeſt Man) *than the beſt Poct 5 
or greateſt Scholar that ever wrote. 


If p. 4 For the Petter Satisfaction of the nicer 
Wii Sort of Criticks, who expect to find as 
much Method in a Poetical Eſſay as ina 
grave Syſtem of Philoſophy or Ethicks, 
| | I have ſet down the great Mr. DzvDen's 
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Opinion of that Matter in his own Words : 
© The over-{crupulous Care of Connecti- 
ons makes the modern Compoſitions 
WH © oftentimes tedious and flat: And by, 
c che Omiſſion of them it comes to paſs. 
(that the Penſee's of the incomparable 
© Mr. Pascha „and perhaps of Mr. 


A ce BR UYERE are two of the moſt enter- ME 
c taining Books which the modern French 
Wk. can boaſt of, Peli. Paſb. 4 


HUMAN LIFE 
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ts utmoſt Skill can 


= 


By Uſe it leſſens, and in Thought is loſt, 
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folly tha ſacrifices Things to Words; 
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Pride, Wit, and Beauty — 
Tis ſenſual, or tis mental Luxury. 
pad State of Nature, doom'd to fruitleſs Phan 


| Pomething to wiſh and want, but never gain: 


eſtleſs dye live, and diſappointed die, "ee 4 


nhappy, tho we know not how nor why. 


RA 8 on, r may 250 her gen'rous Aid; 
Reaſon, which never yet her Truſt betray'd:, 


et her conduct us thro' the Maze of Life, 85 
numan Reaſon then from Weakneſs free? 
s ſhe not of our Infirmity? 


Can the apply with never-failing Art, 
he heal Ballarn 0 the wounded. Part? ; 
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Z et her direct us in the doubtful Strife, Bb 
|, 
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5 Correct thoſe Errors, which the Paſſions cauſe, E | 
And teach the Will to follow Wiſdom's Baws?.;. | 
Alas! Experience but too plainly ſhews | - 
That Man can act againſt the Truths he knows: ! 
By Cuſtoms led, or by Allurements won, 1 
Diſcern that Evil, which he cannot ſhun, N 
Whatc'er we do the Motive's auch the ane i 


Tis Impulſe governs, under Reaſon's Name; 


Each eagerly ſome fav'rite End purſues, | 
And diff rent Tempers furniſh diff rent Views, 


Is it for Fear of Wrong, or Love of Right, 
I BS That Stateſmen labour, or that Warriors fight? 
: * enrich his Country, does the Sailor brave , 
The cruel Pirate, and the Meets eg Wied 
In Search of Truth, unwearied Sages try, 

By certain Rules, to fix Uncertainty : 


"THe 


! tis Deſire and Hope that tis: them on: 
Thus greateſt Things for meaneſt Ends are done. 
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owe'er miſplac'd, is ſtill the ſov'reign Good 
| we or Wiſdom but the vain Fance, 
Theſe may direct, but Paſſions influence. 


Will, | 
By Conſtitution doom d to Ss or Ill? 
| t feeble Checks a all thoſe ſtudied Rules, 
L npractis d Leſſons of the uſeleſs Schools? 
ay, can thy Art oppos d to Nature's Force 
bſtruct her Motions, or ſuſpend her Courſe ? 
o, change in Africa their ſable Hue, 
Dr make aur Europe bring her Negroes too ; 
þ Roll back the Tides, forbid the Streams to flow, 
Nor let this Earth returning Seaſons know, 


| 8215-1002, howeer diſguisd, milunderſiood, 


2 ſumptuous Man! why boaſts thou thy Free- 
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Slave to thy ſelf, whilſt Lord of all beſide, 
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Surmount thy Weakneſs, or renounce thy Pride. 
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TA Ar moving Pow'r which firſt produced the 
VG, 
To ev'ry Thing has f d a certain Gol: 
Thither all tend, and muſt their Circles run, 
For ſuch the Order when the Whole begun. 
To diff rent Creatures, diff rent Ranks aſſign d, f 


Man claims the firſt, as of a nobler Kind; 


How juſt that Claim, what Wiſdom muſt decide? 
Reaſon 1 his alone, by which tis try d: ö 
Inferior Creatures filently ſubmit, 5 
Tis his to talk, and therefore to have Wit. 
Thus haughty Greece with Pity view'd Mankind, 
She only ſaw, whit all the reſt were blind. 
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— Creation; os how all. 

+ Its ſeveral Parts obey the Maker's Call : 

| The Earth how fertile, and how rich the be, 
In various Salts, for Nature's Chymiſtry ? 

| How Air digeſts, what burning Suns exhale, 

| And Dews, and Snows, and Rains, by Turns pre- 
vail, road alan! 5 | WE. 
Beaſts, Birds and Reptiles, ſee em all conſpire, \ 
| To act whats er their ſeveral States require, 
But wider Man difdains this meaner Part, . 

Nature with him muſt ſtill give Way to Art: 
Vain of Conceit he boaſts his fancy d Skill, 

And, arbitrary, rules the World at Will: \ 
Now fierce and cruel, then as mild and kind, 

Each Action owing to each Turn of Mind; 

One Day a Friend, the next as great a Foe, 


As Humour, Pique, Caprice, or Int reſts go; 
| _ Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom and Folly thus by Turns preſide, 5 
And Chance aloe inclines to either Side 


- 


| . 

| As  the'bold Freeman, or the coward Slave, /// 
What makes one abject, and the other baue: 
What gives to Fools their Faith, to Knaves theif 

Wilks, + e FE #4 

To Cynicks Sow'rneſs, and to Flatt'rers Smiles? 
This, one great Truth muſt ſtand by all confeſt, 
Some ruling Paſſion lurks in ev'ry Breaſt; 
That Weakneſs by a ſpecious Name they call, 

But tis that Weakneſs Rill which governs al. 


» 


I 


Wiss Ly the Springs of Action we conceal, + * 
Thus Sordidneſs is Prudence, Füry Zei 
Ambition makes the Publick Good her Care, 
And Hypocrites the Maſk of Saintſhip wear. 
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| Invx'y to Falhood, we outſclves deerive, 
| Oft what we wiſh, we fancy, we believe; 
| We call that Judgment which is only Will, 
| And as we at, we learn to argue ill; 
[| Like Bigots, who their various Creeds defend 
= By making Reaſon ſtill to Syſtem bend. 


1 


Ceer oMs or Int'reſts govern all Mankind, 
Some Biaſs cleaves to the unguarded Mind; 
1! Thro this, as in a falſe or flatt'ring Glaſs 
Things ſeem to change theit Natures as they aſh 
| Objects the ſame in diff rent Lights appear, 
And but the Colours which we five em wear. 7 
Error and Fraud from this great Source ariſe, 
| All Fools are modiſh, and all Knaves are wiſe. 
] Who does not boaſt ſome Merit of his own, 
| Tho' to himſelf perhaps tis only known? 
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Fach ſuits Rewards to his. own fav'rite Vice, 


Pride has its Crowns, and Luſt its Paradiſe: '/ * 
Bonze, Prieſt, and Derviſe, all in this agree, 
That Heaven muſt be Pomp or Luxury; 

Man, Slave to Senſe, no higher Bliſs can know, 
Still meaſures Things above by Things below. 
Joys much the:Gume, but differ in degree, 6 
As Time enlarg'd becomes Eternity, - 


H ow vain is all that Science we purſue! 4 
Scorn'd by the Many, uſeleſs to the Fw -- 
Since ſhort of Truth our utmoſt Labours end," - +! 


Who knows but Ign'rance is our greateſt Friend? 


The fruitleſs Pains. but ſhew the Weakneſs more, 


And we, like Miſers, midſt our Wealth are poor,” | 
Much hoarded Learning but like Lumber lies, 


Or ends in Gueſs-work and Obſcurities. 


2 
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waar tho proud Grezce her leren ® Sages 

| The Names alone remain, the Race is loſt. 

Satyrs, and Centaurs too, might live of old, 

For ſo we are in ancient Story told) a 

| | But ſhou'd we doubt in this our faithleſs Age; 
Who can produce a Centaur or a Sage? 


Such mighty Birchs were Nature's firſt Eſſays, 11 
| The luſty Offipring of Her youthful Days; 
Our later Times can no fuck Wonders ſhew, 
5 But what were Giants then are Pigmies now. 
Or all the painful Follies of Mankind, * 
Sin to be ſecking / what they ne'er muſt find, 


* Rari quippe boni, numero vis funt totidem, quot © 
Thebarum Porte, vel divitis oſtia Nili. 


i JuveN. Sat. 13. 
. 8 _—_ 
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Is ſure the greateſt, not unlike the Toil 
Of him who labours in a barren Soil. 174K 
Beyond our State if our fond Wiſhes tend, » 
Means muſt be yain where we miſtake the Rod? 
Pride whiſpers mighty Projects in the Ear, 
Bids us be great, be wiſe, be happy here; + A 
But fad Experience ſhews the Laws of Fen- 446 {+ 
And teaches us to know ourſelves too mos i 2947 7 
a lte - 
ERROUR is a Diſtemper of the Mind, „ 
Hard to be cur d, becauſe tis hard to find; 
So mixt and blended with our very Frame, 
I lueks ſecure, and borrows Reaſon's Name, 
In diff rent Perſons diff rent Ways it ſprings, 
"Tis Factiouſneſs in Subjects, Pride in Kings: 
Boundleſs alike, they in Extremes agree, 
Theſe in Oppreſſian, thoſe in Anarchy; 


612) 


Boch aim at what tis Ruin to obtann, © 
4 [ 3 


EA civil Frency, or a Tyrant Reiggg. 
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1 HE Wiſe- muſt- into Nature's Secrets pry, - 
The Weak believe they know not what nor ** „ 
And we may equally deluded call, Sd en abi 
uo doubt of nothing as who ee hit aut 


| | Profane or pious, Bigotry's the ſame, © 

1 The Motives Terrour, Avarice, or F 3 
fl Opinion i is but Int'reſt i in Diſguiſe, 

| And Right or Wrong in Strength of Parties lies. L 
SO wou'd be happy, know nor Want nor 
Cu, 11 ee 5 IR ; hl 0 bo, A 


li 

WWhilt Truth, unheeded in the Midway lies, 
Wl, And all Extremes are like Abſurdities | 
i 


| 


| 
| 
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Won Turns of Head are Nature's greateſt 
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Improving evry Day from bad to worſe. 
In ſome odd Light all Objects ſtill they view, 
Thus true with them is falſe, and falſe is true, 
In Trifles ſolemn,” diligent and wiſe, + ih 
Important Things as Trifles they deſpiſe 3 
Careſſing Enemies, their Friends they ſhun, 
And doat on Knaves, by whom they are undone. 
Deaf to Advice, or taking Wrong for Right, 

They boldly blunder on in Reaſon's Spite; 


f 1 


4 


And under clearer Light's obſcure Pretence 
Live the Antipodes of common Senſe. * 


Wovr p you perſuade a Wretch intent on Pelf, 
Tho he ſtarves others, not to ſtarve himſelf 


(1) 


| To fence, atleaſt, his apleſs Trunk from Cold, 

1 Nor ſeem as fond of Taten as of Gold; | 

| [| No! he's too cunning for your fly <P T 

| | You'd have him like/your ſelf, be poor and fine; 
| But he in Spite of Envy richer grows, 10 = 
And feorns'the Luxury of Meat and Cloaths. - 
Aſk the Ambitious why he waſtes his Life | . 7 
In needleſs Struggles and uncertain Strife? 

I Why not in Peace enjoy what Plenty gives d TERS 
So the Obſcure, the Weak, 3 b Ba 
Exalted Spirits have a nobler Aim 
| And know no Happineſs but Toil-and Fame. 


0 * 


Vie ᷑r! muſt it ſuit a ſelfiſh hollow Heart, 
| To act the honeſt Patriot's gen'rous Part; 
| No Tool of Party, nor no Slave of State, 
l No un ou the guilty Great: 
| 
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| Boldly he jileads for Liberty and Laws, 


Content to perth in his Country's Cauſe; 

When lo! a Ray divine of Favour gleams, - | / 
Quite diff tent Topicks then become his Themes, 
Old Friends, old Notions are at once forgot, 
And Shame and Wages are the Hireling's Lot. 


Tur litle Mind, whoſe Joy in Miſchief les, 
Hates all Mankind, but moſt the Good and Wile ;/. 
Proud of his Shame, he boaſts his ſpiteful Seil, 
And places all his Worth in doing Ul. 

But baſe-born Fear oft checks what Rage devis'd, 
: And leaves him diſappointed and deſpis d. 


EN DIL ESs the Taſk to point the various Ways, 
How each wrong Head its diff rent Gifts diſplays; 
How Poverty in Boaſts its Wants would hide, 
And Meannefothews ittelf in awkward Pride, 
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| And Caxcombs faricy Forwardaeſs is Senſe, 
| Vain is the Attempt to be what Heavn denies, 
un the Art that Weakneſs to diſguiſe, | 

| Prudence alone can teach the uſeful Skill, 

| Timprove the Good and to oorrect the Ill. bak 
[ True Wiſdom lies in Practice more than Rules, 

I For what are ien when apply'd to Fools? | 

| A Head right judging, and a Heart/fincere,” ' 
| The Purpoſe honeſt, as the Reas ning clear 
| This is true Worth, the reſt is all Pretence 
| G Parts are ane * without * 
| — ae e 
Noc Wit and Folly reaſon all you can, 

| Who ads moſt willy is the Wiſeſt Klan. 


. State of Life has its ane View, 
Alike in each there is a fille and 3 
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This Poine 5 br is Reaſo's ve and Eads 
on this Siccels all other muſt depend; 

But id (WF Pint nb Error enn be fall, 
To deviate c*er ſo little, ruins all; an 1 I 


The Mark once miſs d, however near you dim 
Miſsd by an Inch or Furlong 'tis the ſame; 
Who ſets out wrong is more than half undone: 


Error ity obey Trath but oe 
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Won Bftiniates wrong Conduct nuiſt pro- 
5 duce, FFF 
They toſs the Blefling that iniftke its U: 
Who value Wealth or Pow'r k i 
As that can rl6t, or as this oppreſs; m: 
What fay they elſe but that they both are given © ©; 
- To execute the Wrath of angry Heaven? 
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more or leſs 


1 


* 


1 " * * ; 
* . , 1 F 
D FooLtf 
_ . 5 hy ; 
-4 
; PS | : * 


— ' i — a 
a - — — — 


4 8 the | NIP. © 


* * * * K f , 4 ** ” WOT F oh 6 8 
A . . F E 
o * - A” - 
4 . 
\ 
* 1 1. K 
* 


* 


„ 


* 7 . 
And ws Madneſs is the he Way n 
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No Matter how the deathleſs Name's acquir'd, | 


By Countries ravag d, or a * Temple fir d- 


Alike tranſmitted down to lateſt Times, 
A Trajan's Virtues, and a Nero's Crimes. 


[Means are indiff rent ſo the End's obtain d: 
+ Richard was guilty, but what then? he reign'd. 


I Wou'd you be Good and Great, the Hope is vain, 
The Bus'veſs is not to deſerve, but gain: 


* 


Fortune is fickle, and but ſhort her Stay, 
He comes too late that takes the fartheſt Way. 
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Is this, Oh ann hen thy 4 State, - 
To raiſe. Mens, Wonder and provoke their Hate ? 


* Eroſtratus, a very obſcure Man, ſet Fire to the Temple of 
Diana at Epheſus, in Order to immortalize his Name, and has ſuc- 
ceeded in it, in Spite of * 1 to the _ 
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By Crimes procur'd, and then in Fear enjoy'd,” * 3 

as applauded, and by Mobbs deſtroy d. 
y. mighty Cunning! which deſerve the Fri 3 

The Courtier's Promiſes, or Trader's Lies? 

Some ſhort-liv'd Profit all the Pains rewards 

Of Bankrupt Dealers, and of perjur'd Lords. 


Hox Es r alike, you own, but wiſer far, 
The Knave upon the Bench than at the Bar: 
Where lies the Diff'rence? only in Degree, ö 
And higher Rank is greater Infamy. n 
Poor Rogues in Chains but dangle to the Wind, 4 
Whilſt rich ones live the Terror of Mankind. 

Pour, Pow'r and Riches, all mere Trifles are, 
When purchas'd by the Loſs of Character. 

Chance r the Wiſe betray, the Brave defeat, 
But They correct, or are above their Fate, 


_—_ 


An 
Prior ſew will truſt the Man who once deceiv d? 
Craft, ks the Mole, works only under Ground, 
Il Is loſt in Ie and- nee when found. 


— 


Norroxs miſtaken; Reas'nings ill apply'd, 
| And Sophiſms that conclude on either Side; 

il Alike th Unwary, and the Weak, miſlead, 

| Who judge of Men and Things, as each ſucceed, 
Did * Rivals fall by Borgia's vile Deceit, | 

A + Machiavel ET call a Borgia great; 
The lucky Cheat proclaims the Villain wiſo, 
And Fraud and Murther are but Policies. 
| | The ſame Deſpair which made good Cato die, 
To Ca/ar gave his laſt great Victory. 


The Fitelli and Orſini baſely betrayd and murderd by Order 
| of the Duke of Valentinois. + 1] Princip, ag? vii. 


The Battle of Muida * Pomgey's Sou. 


1 


Flad Right decided; and not Fate; W 5 
Rome had preſery'd her Cato, and her IA. I 
Fortune ſets off the Bad, as tawdry Dres 
Shews but the more the Wearer's Homelineſm. 
So mad Caligula's * vain Triumph tells 
Tphbat all his Conqueſts are but Cockle Shells. 
True Merit ſhines in native Splendor bright, | 
Whilſt falſe but Slares awhile, and hurts the 
Sight; | 
As Midnight Vapours caſt a glimm ring Blaze, 
And to the Darkneſs owe their feeble Rays. 


— 


The wiſe + Egyptians when their Monarch dy d, 

By Truth's ſure Standard all his Actions tryd. 1 
When no. falſe Luſtre, Wealth or Pow'r, appeats 
To biaſs Judgment by its Hopes or Fears; 


8 Caligula drew up his Army i in Battle Array on the Coat, 
then order d them to gather Shells; for which n * 
turned to Rome in Triumph. See Suetonius. 

+ See Diodorus Siculns in the Firſt Book. 


Then 1 Sahiech Blood, 
And lazy Dotards, indolently D e 
That truſt their People to a Fav'rite's Care, 
Whoſe peaceful Rapines coſt em more than War, 1 
By injur'd Thouſands Wrongs are . to be 
Perpetual Marks of Scorn —— 


WF on ron with Pook, and Wit wich Kinavos 
you fl. nant -- ,* 
©” Tis ſocial Virtue erin ahi noble Mind. 
Above low Wiſdom Cunning's mean Pretence, 
| There is no counterfeiting Excellence: 
The artſul Head may act the honeſt Part, 1 
all true Honour riſes from the Heart. ME. 


3 Wrrcn ſerv'd his Country beſt, let Story 
1 ſhew, | $ 2 
A guilty Clodius, or good Cicero? 
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| Faults are in all; but here the Diff rence lies, 
Clodius had Vices, Tully Vanities. 
Who loves Mankind by ſocial Duty tanght; 
Will never think their Good too dearly bought; 
What tho he facrifice the vain Detree 
Of ſome gay Bawbles, which the World 22 
Deſpiſing Riches and abhorring Pow'r 
When blaſted with the Name of Plunderer;: 
Still he may taſte Life's greateſt Good, Cone 
tent: 3 5544-016 46:34 Intive 1147 of BE 


For who ſo happy as the Innocent: 


Ju ou An A* murder d, brib d and fought his 
Way, | 
From Subject Station to Imperial Sway; = © of 


King of Numidia, emos for is Wars with he baun 8 
markable for his MY 38 


(n 


1 | But infecure midſt all his guilty late, 
| The Man was wretched, tho“ the Monarch greity 


| Like Cromwell daring in the doubtful Fight, — 
| But + pale and trembling in the Dead of Night, 
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Passkon is lawleſs, headſtrong Youth is 
hls od yoiroddc bas base 

| But Nature varies not in Good and Bad, | 
From the ſame Cauſes ſame Effects muſt flow, 

| Truth is but what it was an Age ago: 
EModes may be chang'd; but Truths are ſtubborn 
. Things, 8 


[They court not Fay'rites, nor will flatter Kings. 


= + Sall. Bell, Jugur. Neque poſt id locorum Fugurthe dies aut non 
ulla quieta fuit ; Nequt loco, nequt mortali cuipiam aut timpori ſa- 
Lis credere: — Alis atque alio loco ſepe Os e 

nou requieſcere— 
* Clarendon Hiſt. Rebell. Of Greaiuall ke tae, he was not eaſy of 
Acceſs, nor ſo much as ſeen abroad, and ſeem d to be in ſome 


Diſorder when his Eyes found any Stranger in the Room, Ge. 
rely lodg'd Two Nights in one Chamber, & c. 
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| Rome had her Cæſar, and our Cromwell we | 
Alike in Fortune, Pow'r, and Infamy ; | 
And ſhou'd new Cz/ars and new Cromwells riſe, 0 
They could but act the ſame dull Tragedies: 
Foes to Mankind, themſelves, and Virtue's Rules, | 


Whilſt living Heroes, and when dead but Fools. 


'l*© Foo. not to know, the Glory they purſue, ® 
| To honeſt Bravery alone is due: $ 
Not he who ſtretches his unjuſt” Command, 
And rudely triumphs o'er his native Land; 


But he whoſe Valour ſaves a ſinking State, 


T N In future Annals ſhall be called Great, 


VIEW well this World, and own the dear- bought 
- "Jrath, © | 
That Happineſs is but the Dream of Youth: 


An -- o 
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Pute of Perfection, not for Man deſign'd, 
[Howe er the fond Idea fills his Mind; 
it an Evil, whilſt to Good it tends, 
But in a Round of Diſappointments ends. 


Man's State in Life's uncertain, mixt at beſt, 

Conduct ſome little does, but Fate the reſt: 

Fantaſtick Fate! to Merit ever blind, 

M ll laviſh to the worſt of Human Kind : 

by Roman Hands, bbw elſe could * Cicero fall? , 
0 r Carthage + baniſh her own Hannibal? 
[But Cleopatra, ſpite of Scorn and Hate, 


ive to compleat the Ruin of her State ? 


* 


Et ſua mortifera eſt facundia. Juv. Sat. 10. 

© + Eutropius ſays L. 4. Huic Antiocho Annibal ſe junxerat, 
ICarthaginem patriam ſuam, ne Romanis traderetur, relinquens. Such 
Wngratitude would ſeem incredible, did not every Age produce 
ſtances of much the fame kind, where the Talents of truly 
eat Men are render d uſeleſs to their Country by the Jealouſics,. 
| low . and Artifices of Little Ones. 
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Ju p E then by outward Things, you're ſure tf 
. 9 
And inward lie remote, few look ſo far. 


Appearances ſtill guide, and ſtill deceive, 


. MY _— 


For giddy Crowds muſt wonder and believe. 


Wuo ſees gay Codrus loll in gilt Machine, | 
Grand his Attendance and ſelf-pleas'd his Mien 


Can he imagine all theſe Trappings hide | 
A Wretch made up of Folly, Guilt, and Pride? 4 
Greedy to get, as he's profuſe to ſpend, 
Stiff when attended, ſervile to attend; 
Good but by Accident, by Habit bad, 
= Reas ning ſpecious, and in acting mad. 


PRINOES we blame for Benefits miſplac'd, | 
Some ill Man rais d, perhaps ſome good diſgrac d: 


Mt.) 


2 Hoe Let! whom Winden join to blind, 
How: bard thro! Labyrinths the Way to find! 
But F ortune s Sons we ſee, without Surprize, 
| hrive by Miſmanagements, by Blunders riſe ; 
| F vents like Atoms jumbling in a Dance, 


Create: theſe Wonders like a World by Chance. 


SE ARCH Time's Records, compare the old and 

E t diſtant Ages in one Point of View; 

un the fame Prof] pects, under diff rent Dates, 

F ll dark Decrees of. over-ruling Fates; 

es ſucceeds, here cautious Wiſdom fails, 

nd Hiſtory often ſeems like * Fairy-Tales;. = 
laben but ſeeks the hidden Clue in vain, 4a. 
Loſt and bewilder'd in th entangled Scane, 


E are the Accounts we hare of Alea, mant the 
Incient: Lu ang che Moderne, and Meriveis and Cauli- 


\ in our Times. 
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Wu ER * then the Wonder, if anti nos 
Still vary only in the Kinds of Crimes? "of 
Ages of Iron, Silver, Gold or Lead, 3 9 5 
What are they but the Emblems of the Dead? + A 

| The ſame low Ends by diff rent Means obtain 32 +1," 

As Fury, Avarice or Folly reign'd, 
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. In vain grave Moraliſts with ſpecious Skill,” 
Nicely diſtinguiſh Actions good and ill. ; Be f 1 
The World is led by much more he Rules, * 
Gabel determines who are Wiſe or Fools. 4 1 
Cauſes lie hid, but their Effects appear, = 5 4 
1 Few Men can judge, but all can ſee and hear. 1 9 1 
Gold, Gems, and Purple charm alike the Eye 

| Worn by Octavius or Anthony 3 | 
His Right they were to whom by Lot they fell, 

And Aftium the deciſive Oracle; 


ru bel! . your 8 Fi name, 
ade Senates own the righteous Chin. 
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| Bacn Age muſt uuclle to beging Modes, 
E worſhip Devils when they make them Gods; 
[Call Rapine Inguſtry, Diſraction Senſe, 

And ſtupid Squand' ring > Magnificence:. 9 

. 0 Folly, Crime or Whim too wild to bs 

| Admir d, when dreſt in Faſhion's Livery. 

aſhion, whoſe ſtrong, magnetick Pow'r o 'er-rules 
Wind ver mult attract the Lead of Fools; 

Her Riſe uncertain, but her Progreſs ſure, 

Yiddom it ſelf knows no ſpecifick Cure: 

Wits, Heroes, Stateſmen, Monarchs all muſt own 
; ſhey owe their Merit oft to her alone 
7 NC | whilſt the Epidendick Fit prevails 

; No rep no Blockhead, nor no wins 


Legends, Impoſtures every Thing beliey' ap I 


5 ZE the ſame Notions e receiv Of: 


See Prieſts and Tyrants full Obedience find, * 
And facred Gibberiſh enſla ve Mankind. „ F 
View next, with Wonder, an Batten as as 3 
| Who knel't to Images denies-a God. 10 4 
 Wretches from Chains and Bondage juſt ſet free, F 


> Prefumptuous! know no Bounds of Liberty. 
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Wicked or pious, in a frantick Way, I 
Mad, they blaſpheme, or ſuperſtitious pray. ; 1 


9 


By | Chance we live and act, now right, now 


Both in Excel and 1 neither, long: 
Virtues too rigid ſoften by Degrees, 3 
R cfine themſelyes at firſt to Policies; * * pl =. 4 
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2 declining, ſwiftly downwards 6 
in Guilt and Pioſtitutions end 


4 


12 , "_ 8 | ; 
Naas Geena 


. . . 


obe ee 0 4 e 8 A 


15 


Saates hi nk. 


„* 


ond... 
nh ry or 4 Lon »4 7 
To art! oem 


[TRTVE alone, urichatghable ri "with N 
E ay : be 
« the Rest Kere wy © >a ale  Þ 


$ 4 , 4 N * 4 


3 


Pet in an . 


3 


be 185 
1 


"©. 
* 
* 


* "NF | 


E * 


